2001 SAVVY JUDGING TEMPLATE

Your Name: Jenny Oakson
School’s Name: U. Wisconsin-Madison
School’s URL: http://dailycardinal.com/

School’s Points Out of 100: 82
Accessibility 7/10

· viewing area kept within a reasonable pixel range – width appropriate
· URL is working and somewhat easy to access

· site works in all browsers without discrepancies

· dates and bylines are all posted correctly – great current issue tag on date
News Quality 18/20

· ethical reporting and editing 

· clean copy

· national stories are localized – great breadth of coverage
· use of many and varied sources -- good sports and arts articles, esp Cardinal Courtside 
· online audience is specifically targeted in articles

· special sections address college trends

Use of original content 10/10

· articles are written specifically for the Web site – Comics are a fun extra
· Web articles make use of the medium (with links and Internet-savvy tone)

· staff makes effort to cater to their web audience with online extras (e.g. movie times) 

· special sections –great features 

Design 17/20

· design is appropriate for content – I’d like to see art above the fold or higher upon page

· copy is easy to read -- formatted correctly
· good font choices

· graphics, pictures "make sense" on the web – kudos to art on the front
· pleasing to the eye – beautiful masthead—I like that you are incorporating the print edition into online design

· front page changes with new content 

Use of audio/video 0/5

· video and audio is embedded in text or article layout

· clips complement the story appropriately

· links or scripts work

Links to internal and external content 5/5

· links to author's email or bio – linked bylines
· links to internal university content (e.g. link to a sports team's Web site) –n/a as an independent paper
· links to external content (e.g. links page) no links page
Navigability 10/10

· site set-up and story placement

· page tabs

· number of clicks to view story

Interactivity 4/5

· polls – the right nav features ads/extras that take the reader away from the site – you may want to look into getting new pages to open in separate windows

· forms

· chatrooms/forums/bulletin boards

Ease of contact 2/5

· links to letters-to-editor forms/auto email form – great contact page
· complete newsroom contact information – with phone and emails
· ease of finding contact information – have to go through Contact – which may be misleading

Overall 9/10

· user-friendliness of site

· breadth of coverage

· navigation innovation

INSERT COMMENTS BELOW:

The Cardinal is a good overall site. I would try to limit the number of outside sites or companies you are giving space too before the front gets crowded. I like the simplicity of the text formats combined with photos and cutlines. Watch out for cookie-cutter design (as with any content manager). Don’t forget your paper can be a resource for the community – try to include service-based content like a city/local entertainment guide for Arts (could be a great way to attract many readers as freshmen. Nice job of covering demographics outside of University student – I think your sports coverage would be great for non-affiliated fans and alumni. Good work.
