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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. 
Pellentesque ut quam. Nullam quis metus. Quisque dapi-
bus lobortis orci. Nulla facilisi. Pellentesque tempus. Donec 
mollis cursus nulla. Aenean a massa at ipsum auctor dapi-
bus. Maecenas euismod. Ut laoreet libero quis urna. Sed 
sagittis, nibh id varius ultrices, justo ligula vehicula urna, 
sed tempor neque tellus in massa. Maecenas viverra. Cras 
sit amet nulla. Integer dictum nunc sit amet leo. Quisque 
blandit. In vehicula vestibulum mauris. Nam egestas facili-
sis elit. Quisque sit amet pede.

Donec suscipit posuere tortor. Nullam sed nisi vel mau-
ris rhoncus mattis. Aenean lectus lacus, hendrerit vitae, 
dignissim a, interdum a, nulla. In enim. Donec risus me-
tus, faucibus nec, venenatis sed, condimentum in, lectus. 
Quisque porttitor sapien ut ante. Vivamus euismod cursus 
diam. Aliquam bibendum tincidunt mauris. Nulla et ip-
sum. Donec rhoncus auctor quam. Donec pulvinar varius 
turpis.

Aenean ac felis at orci aliquam scelerisque. Praesent magna 
lectus, convallis id, pretium sed, semper commodo, tellus. 
Sed neque arcu, mattis non, faucibus vel, pharetra sit amet, 
nisl. In pede tortor, gravida ac, vehicula quis, pretium vi-
tae, justo. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Nullam blandit 
ligula in magna. Proin ac purus laoreet augue consequat 
condimentum. Cras ac quam. Pellentesque habitant morbi 
tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Integer ipsum.

Suspendisse potenti. Integer augue felis, aliquam ut, ves-
tibulum vel, cursus non, nibh. Pellentesque auctor. 

Etiam egestas libero et nisl. Vestibulum vel metus et tur-
pis consectetuer mollis. Sed dignissim mattis enim. Ves-
tibulum eget diam in dolor fermentum vestibulum. Morbi 
dignissim dolor feugiat lacus. Praesent eu purus et tortor 
venenatis feugiat. Praesent molestie magna tincidunt nisl. 
Curabitur urna. Vivamus ut nisl. In pharetra lorem quis 
quam. Aliquam orci. Etiam feugiat tristique felis.

Nullam placerat varius metus. Duis et massa at nisl mo-
lestie ullamcorper. Donec feugiat, odio nec sollicitudin 
nonummy, libero nisl laoreet ligula, ut molestie leo turpis 
euismod turpis. Proin lacus. Suspendisse nonummy leo 
non elit. Proin lobortis euismod leo. Etiam vel leo quis 
diam eleifend blandit. Nam vel metus eu quam vulputate 
sodales. Nam lobortis, lectus sed porta euismod, mauris 
ante congue dui, non egestas enim nisi sed mauris. Vestibu-
lum pulvinar lacinia odio. Donec in turpis. Proin turpis. 
Sed sollicitudin, nisl et condimentum pellentesque, lectus 
leo volutpat tellus, id varius massa quam in enim. Pellen-
tesque metus felis, pellentesque at, pharetra vitae, blandit 
sit amet, mauris. Cras accumsan. Morbi ante magna, ul-
trices nec, laoreet eu, aliquet non, leo. Quisque tristique. 
Fusce ullamcorper, tellus id sollicitudin placerat, sem nisl 
euismod ante, et imperdiet leo urna in mi. Suspendisse tin-
cidunt elit sit amet leo.

Sed nec orci vitae libero commodo condimentum. Cum 
sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient mon-
tes, nascetur ridiculus mus. Fusce eu felis. Nam leo velit, 
hendrerit molestie, malesuada eu, ornare nec, ante. Inte-
ger quis mi eget orci congue bibendum. In et quam vel est 
porta aliquam. Pellentesque diam nulla, fermentum vel, 
pellentesque id, lobortis et, ipsum.

Why is this handout in landscape (wide) rather than por-
trait (tall) orientation?

I prefer the landscape orientation for a couple of reasons.  
Most importantly, I find it easier to lay out the sorts of 
handouts I typically design on a wide page.  Landscape 
lends itself well to a three-column layout, in which most 
columns have between fifty and sixty characters of eleven-
point type. This is a good line length; the lines are not so 
long as to be tiring to the eye (your eyes don’t like to move 
back and forth unless they’re watching tennis), but not so 
short as to require many distracting hyphenations.

names

String

"fred"

fred String

"wilma"

The three-column layout also affords other possibilities, 
like including small figures in columns (the one above, 
which unfortunately has nothing to do with this text, is 
from a CS 302 handout).  Alternatively, you can use only 
one column for text (e.g. definitions or answers to com-
mon questions) and use the other two columns for a large 
figure.  Especially large figures, like graphs, flowcharts, or 
timelines, may benefit from an entire landscape page.

By the way, do you think that the question-and-answer style 
is a useful way to structure didactic prose in a handout?

It’s worked pretty well for me so far.
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Give your handout a title that is 
descriptive, but not too long - 

you'll want to refer to it in 
LECTURE, and handouts with long 
titles will make this tedious....

Put your name 

and some way to 

contact you in 

a prominent 

place...

this isn't merely a 

shout-out - instead, it 

gives people some way to 

provide feedback and 

corrections! *

It's probably a good idea to 

include a copyright notice, 

especially if you plan to 
distribute handouts via the web

EVEN simple 

figures can 

really AID your 

prose!

Serif

Sans
...and serif 

fonts for large 
blocks of text

don't go font-
crazy, though!  

one or two good 
fonts is enough.

I prefer to use 

SANS-SERIF 
fonts for 

HEADINGS...

* I've actually received suggestions and 
corrections over email, sent by friendly 
people who found my handouts on the web!

A standard footer with the 
file name and modification 

date can make it easy to find 
the right file later, when 
you want to print more.

This hanDout is an annotated version of my handout 
template.  You don't have to use every idea herE, of 
course, but some of these should be useful!


