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let's 
go!
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the 
frame

having part 
of the pic 

extend 
beyond the 
frame is 

how the 3d 
illusion is 

created

your 
photo 
here

the 
background



the oob technique has been around a long 
time. If you begin to discern this mode you 
will find it's use in many places from 
magazine covers to newspaper flyers.

I think it can be argued that M.c. escher is 
one of the pioneers who demonstrated this 
technique in his works eloquently.

take a look at a few subtle and not so 
subtle examples below...



For this tutorial i will be using adobe's 
photoshop cs2 editing software. most of 
the examples should also work in other 
photo editing software packages.

So let's jump in and get started...

First though, which of the photo's below do 
you think would make for a suitable Oob?



well to be honest just about any photo can 
be made into some type of oob. there  are 
photo's that will naturally be much easier 
to create the effect, others will take much 
more thought and manipulation. the key here 
is to pick a photo that is conducive to the 
oob realm when beginning with oob's.

for this tutorial I am going with this 
photo. it has several aspects that lend it to 
oob'ing. 



to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:to download the file go here:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/28466683@N00/153709954/

start by opening 
your photo...I 
will post this 
photo in my 

gallery on flickr 
so you can 

download and 
edit on it if you 

desire.

Note: In order to get the larger size of this image you will need 
to sign-in to Flickr...it's free though.



1. 
duplicate the 

background layer by 
right clicking on 
the background 

image icon.

2. 
turn off 

the 
background

 layer by 
clicking on 

the eye. 

next up we 
will create 
a mask of 
our main 
image...



2. 
once you have 
selected the 
mask icon 
this will 
appear in 
your layer 
pallet. this 

is your mask 
for the main 

image.

1. 
click once on this 
icon...this is the 
layer mask. if you 
are not familiar 
with masks don't 

worry just follow 
along and it will 
make sense later.



1.
click once 
on the add 
layer icon.

2.
this will 
create a 
new layer 
and place 
it here.

3.
select the 

rectangular 
marquee 

tool here.

4.
holding down on the 
left mouse button, 
drag a box roughly 

as shown.



1.
select 

the paint 
bucket 
tool.

2.
make sure 

that 
white is 
selected 

here.

3.
 move your 

paint bucket 
tool into the 
box area and 
click here. the 

boxed area 
should fill 
with white.



1.
select the 

"contract" as 
shown.

in the 
"contract" 

pop-up 
window 

type in "30" 
and hit 
enter.



2.
now you should see 

a white frame as 
shown. goto the 

"select" pull-down 
menu and select 
"deselect". this 

should remove the 
marching ants 

around the inside of 
the frame.

1.
on your 

keyboard 
hit the 

"delete key".



1.
select the 
"distort" 

selection as 
shown.



note: do not worry too much about 
positioning the frame corners 
exactly as shown...but get them close 
so the frame appears as above.

1.
grab this corner 
by holding down 
the left mouse 

button and 
dragging the 

corner to this 
point.

2.
drag 
this 

corner 
to this 

location.

3.
drag 
this 

corner 
to here.

4.
last...drag 
this corner 
as shown to 
this approx. 
location.



1.
select the 
add layer 

mask icon.

2.
this will 
create a 

layer 
mask here.



1.
select the 
brush tool. 
adjust the 
size to 

about 40.

2.
make sure 

that 
black is 
selected 

here. 

3.
you can 
toggle 
the white 
to black 

by 
clicking 
here if 
needed. 4.

now with the 
brush tool, click 
and hold down 
the left mouse 

button and paint 
the white parts 

of the frame that 
will be hidden by 
our dinosaur. do 

it roughly as 
shown, we will 
refine it later.

5.
remove the 
white frame 
here ...same 
way as in 
step 4.



1.
left click on 
the add layer 

icon.
this will add 
a new layer in 

the layer 
pallet.

2.
 relocate the new 

layer's position as 
shown by left click 
and holding on it 

here and dragging it 
down to the position 

shown. 



1.
left click and 
hold here until 
the gradient 

tool is shown 
and select it. 
(the gradient 

tool is currently 
shown.)

2.
once the 

gradient tool 
has been 

selected, left 
click on the 

shaded bar in 
this location. 
(not currently 
shown in this 

pic)

3.
the gradient 

editor will now 
open. select a 

preset gradient 
that you like or 

make a new one to 
suit you. click the 

"ok" button.



2. 
once step one is complete 

it will appear as if 
nothing has changed...but 
it has. you just applied a 
gradient on your layer 2.

1.
left click and 
hold starting 

here, drag to the 
lower left and 

release.



note:
if you paintaway 
something you should 
not have...no problem 
just toggle the black 
to white. white will 
paint the image back. 
(black = remove and 
white = bring back.)

1.
left click 
once here 
on the 

layer mask 
for the 

main image.

2.
select a 
brush 

here and 
size it to 
around 50.

3.
again make sure the 

black color is 
selected as shown 
and begin painting 
away the main image 
as shown. paint away 
everything outside 
the white frame 

except the arm and 
head of our 

dinosaur. see note.

toggle 
white 
to 

black



1.
oops...removed 
something you 

should not 
have...easy to 

fix...

2.
click here to 
toggle from 
the black to 
the white and 
paint over the 
removed area 
to regain it 

back!

3.
toggle back to the 

black and finish the 
removal of the image 

outside the frame with 
the exception of the 
dino arm and head.
be sure to zoom in 

close to remove 
background and not 

dino parts outside the 
frame. Use smaller 

brush size as well for 
tight area's.



1.
your dino 

should now 
look similar to 

this at this 
point. next we 

will finish our 
frame that we 
roughed in 

earlier.



1.
left click 
here to 

activate the 
frame mask.

2.
toggle to 

white by left 
clicking here.

3.
brush tool 

should still 
be selected, 

4.
begin to paint back in 
the white frame up to 
the dino's head and 

arm carefully.



This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!This oob should really starting to look 3d!

1.
the white frame 

should now appear 
as shown and look 
like it continues 
behind the dino's 

head and arm!



1.
left click the 
magic wand 

tool.

2.
left click 
here in the 
gradient 
area with 
the magic 
wand tool.

3.
now you 

should see 
the 

marching 
ants as 
shown.



1.
left click 
"inverse" 

as shown.



1.
now the 

marching 
ants will 

have moved 
to the 

outside of 
the white 
frame.

2.
left click on 
the add layer 

icon.



1.
left click and 
hold until the 

paint bucket can 
be selected. 

select the paint 
bucket.

2.
Make sure black 
is selected here.

3.
position the 
paint bucket 
tool inside 
the frame 

area and left 
click once to 

fill with 
black as 
shown.



1.
goto select 
pull-down 
menu and 
select 

"deselect".

2.
reposition 
layer 3 as 
shown so 
that it is 
below the 

main image 
layer and 

above layer 2.



1.
left click 

once on the 
move tool 

here.

2.
position the move 
tool somewhere 

over the center of 
our image. left 

click and 
hold...drag to the 

left slowly and the 
black layer should 
be moving as you 
drag. release the 
mouse once the 

black layer looks 
as shown.



1.
goto the filter 
pull-down menu 
and select the 

blur 
filter...then 
select the 

gaussian blur.

2. 
adjust the 
gaussian 

blur level as 
shown and 
click "ok".



1.
adjust the 

"opacity" as 
shown.



1.
zoom out as 
necessary to 

allow 
cropping.

2.
left click 

the 
rectangular 

marquee 
tool.

4.
select 

crop as 
shown to 

crop image.

3.
with the rectangular marquee 

tool left click and drag a box 
around the area that is to be 

retained...everything outside this 
box will be removed.



your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...your oob is now complete...

be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!be sure to save it!

in a future tutorial we will look 
at refining your oob even 

more...things such as 
shadowing/dof and warping 

frames. now go and do your own 
oob!     

                                                        serrator


