ISyE 610

Assignment # 3
This assignment is to provide a critique of the article in the Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) entitled: “Efficacy and Tolerability of Long-Acting Injectable Naltrexone for Alcohol Dependence: A Randomized Controlled Trial” (JAMA Vol 293, No. 13, pp 1617-1625)

Please answer the following questions about the article:

1.
Describe the intervention in this study.  

· What constitutes the difference between what the intervention (treatment) groups received and what the control group received?

· How much difference is possible between the intervention received at one of the 24 sites versus another one?

· How great is the potential problem of lack of intervention integrity?  Why?  What kinds of questions could be asked to assess the level of intervention integrity?

2.
Describe the outcomes in this study.

· Have the authors captured the outcomes you think are most important?

· Are there other outcomes that you think should have been employed in the study?  If so, what are they?

· Do you understand the outcomes as the authors have described them?  Could they have done a better job of describing the outcomes?  How?

3. Describe the major findings of the study.  
· Do you think the authors have captured the major findings?  Why or why not?

· Describe the differential impacts addressed in the study.

· Are there other differential impacts that the study could have addressed?

4. Discuss the authors “comments” section of the study.

· Could the authors have provided other relevant inferences from the findings of the study?
5.
What impact would this study have on any policy decisions you would make concerning the efficacy of this medication for alcohol dependence?  Support your answer.
