Figure Skating Review of 2001 Skate America

 By Bihui Hao, 901-785-8326

The 2001 Skate America was held at Colarado Springs, CO from October 25th to October 27th, 2001. The ladies decision was unpopular with some, but it seemed right to me. Some of Kwan's jumps (even the clean ones) were wonky, but I felt that she skated her program with more power and assurance. Jumps were 3T(lean)/2T, 3S, 3fZ/2T (the flutz seems a lot more obvious than in the past), 1A, 3R(2ft), 3F, 3Z(tight), 3T. Choreography looked basically the same as the Goodwill Games. Her triple salchow-triple loop attempts in the afternoon practice were not promising. She turned out of the salchow on the first try, then did three triple salchow-single loops, and finally fell on the salchow when she hit a rut on the landing. Music was, of course, Scheherazade. 

Unlike most people, I like Sarah Hughes's new free skate and don't find the music edits jarring or inconsistent. Lyrical and classical is the best type of program for her. Her choreography this year is packed with difficult and interesting linking movements. Jumps were 2A into attitude, 3S/3R, 3fZ/2T, 3F, 3T (left off the 3R on the end), 3fZ, 2A. Kwan and Hughes each had six triples, Hughes with the edge on difficulty and Kwan with the edge on rotation actually completed. Kwan had enough going for her that two double axels weren't enough to sway me (and five of the seven judges) to go with Hughes. Music was Daphnis et Chloe, a brief section of Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini (not the oft-overused Op.18), and Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2, 2nd movement (with similar cuts to the opening of Lu Chen's 1996 free skate.) 

Shizuka Arakawa was the huge surprise of the competition, and her basic skating is better than it looks on TV, though still not up to the rest of the field. Jumps were 3Z(tight but clean)/2T, 3S/3R with half turn cheat (this was squeaky clean in practice and warmup), 3lip in sequence with 2A, beautiful 3Z, 3R, fantastic held Ina Bauer into a 3T (probably could have thrown 3T/3T had she not already repeated two triples). Spins are the most immediate area where Arakawa could improve-- the flying camel and the back donut spin were both kind of droopy. Music was Violin Fantasy on Puccini's Turandot. 

The judging of Sasha Cohen was as about as generous as I've ever seen. I can understand the judges wanting to reward her very difficult choreography and the superb quality (height, distance, rotation) of the jumps she completed, but the marks border on absurd given that she only completed two jumps into the entire program. I had a feeling that this was coming because she spent FIVE of the six minutes in warmup working on the quad salchow-- several intentional singles and doubles followed by two attempts at the quad. (She stepped out of one and two-footed the other.) After the second quad, she tried a double axel and fell because she was rushing and had inadequate preparation, and then she squeezed out another double axel from a standstill. Cohen was landing all of the triples quite easily in practice, but I have to question the decision not to warm up *any* of them. If she needs five minutes to warm up the quad salchow, she's better off leaving it out. Jumps were quad attempt popped to a messy single and a half salchow, step out and hand down on 3fZ, fall on 3T, omitted 2A, 3S landed on two feet, gorgeous 3R, and beautiful 3F. I hope they're planning to put one or two more triples into the last minute and a half of her program, but they may end up gunning for the 3fZ/3T, which she was practicing with a good degree of close attempts. Music was "Carmen." 

Julia Sebestyen changed her program to "Man in the Iron Mask" considerably from what she had been practicing. Hand down on 3Z, 3F with turnout into steps into 3T (the second jump in the series was a 3R from running threes in practice), 3T-turn-2T, 2S (supposedly this was to be a 3S/3R combo, but the best I saw her do was 3S/2R), 3S, 1A. There was a second lutz in there during practices. Jennifer Robinson once again turned in a great performance, and I thought she was a bit unlucky in the free skate, unlike the short program where I thought she was ranked correctly. Nice clean 3Z/2T, 3S, 3R, 3T, underrotated a 3F that she stalked, 1Z, 2A, 3S/2T. Five clean triples and she loses to Cohen with two triples and no double axel, and almost loses to Wakamatsu with two toes and a sal? I thought the program to Liebestraum was as good a vehicle as Robinson has ever had, but apparently the judges are still nailing her for her comparative lack of speed and ice coverage. 

Utako Wakamatsu was another pleasant surprise, lighting up the arena with her light feel for the ice, balletic use of arms and hands, ease of movement, and adorable smile. At 20, I don't know how much improvement she can make with the jumps, but she certainly has the basic skating ability to succeed. Jumps were 3T-half loop-3S(slightly underrotated), 2A, 3Z(2ft and hand down), 3T, intentional 2R, heavy 2ft on 3F, fall on 3S. Music was Nessun Dorma. 

Mikkeline Kierkegaard finished behind Wakamatsu in the free but ahead of her overall. 3T/2T, 3R(2ft), 3S, 3R/2T, waltz jump (she was having all kinds of problems with the double axel), 3T(2ft), 2A(2ft). Kierkegaard is one of the most naturally gifted skaters I have ever seen, but she mailed in this one. I hope she gets over whatever problem, whether injury or attitude, that made her such a nervous wreck in the practice sessions. Music was Gliere's Harp Concerto.

Vanessa Giunchi of Italy came in last, but I love her offbeat choreography and outside edge spins. Her "Bolero" program isn't mesmerizing as last year's "Swan Lake" or "Schindler's List," but I look forward to seeing what she does with it later in the season. Still no triple lutz attempt, but she tried the other four triples, managing two toes and a salchow.
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